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1.0 Introduction

1.0 INTRODUCTION

This document has been prepared as an Addendum to the previously certified 1989 Corona
Quarry Environmental Impact Report (EIR) (Riverside County No. 316) (SCH No. 88081517) as
determined to be required by the City of Corona (current Lead Agency) in accordance with
California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA) Guidelines §15164.

Vulcan Materials Company (VMC), the Applicant, submitted an application to the City of
Corona (City) entitled “Corona Quarry SMP & Revised Reclamation Plan” (VMC, March 2013).
VMC currently proposes to modify their existing permit (SMP 93-01) to allow mining activities
to be extended from the currently permitted term (to the year 2023) to the year 2113 on the full
260 acres originally analyzed in the certified 1989 EIR. Changes to the existing processing
facilities or permitted maximum daily and annual production throughput limit of 5 million tons
per year are not proposed. Therefore, only minor technical changes or additions to the
environmental analysis in the 1989 EIR are necessary.

1.1. CEQASTANDARDS

Once the environmental review process is complete, CEQA prohibits further environmental
review of a project unless changes that require additional discretionary approval are proposed for
the project. If a proposed project change triggers further CEQA review, a lead agency must
determine whether those changes necessitate a ‘“subsequent” EIR, “supplemental” EIR or
“addendum” to the prior-approved EIR. A subsequent or supplemental EIR is required only
where it is necessary to explore the environmental ramifications of a substantial change not
considered in the original EIR. (CEQA § 21166; CEQA Guidelines § 15162.)

Whether and to what extent changes to an existing project require additional CEQA
documentation is determined by comparing the potential impacts from proposed project changes
to the analysis in the prior-certified EIR. CEQA requires a subsequent or supplemental EIR only
where (1) substantial changes to a project, a substantial change in circumstances surrounding
project, or new information about the project; (2) results in new significant impacts or more
severe impacts that were not analyzed in the prior EIR; and (3) which would require major
revisions to address. (CEQA § 21166; CEQA Guidelines § 15162.) Project changes that do not
meet the above criteria may be addressed in an addendum, which is appropriate where “some
changes or additions [to the prior CEQA document] are necessary but none of the conditions
described in Section 15162 calling for preparation of a subsequent EIR have occurred.” (CEQA
Guidelines § 15164.)

The Proposed Project, as discussed herein, does not involve substantial changes to the project
that was considered in the 1989 EIR, does not involve new significant impacts or more severe
impacts that were not analyzed in the 1989 EIR, and does not require major revisions to the 1989
EIR. As fully explained below, the Applicant proposes to, with some variations, continue
operations consistent with the project analyzed in the 1989 EIR. The City of Corona has
accordingly determined that this CEQA Addendum is appropriate and in compliance with
CEQA.
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1.0 Introduction

1.2 1989 EIR

The 1989 EIR evaluated the Corona Quarry, a hardrock deposit located on a 336.23-acre site, of
which 260 acres were proposed to be mined. Mining was originally proposed to occur in two
phases, but the project was modified during the review process to include six phases. Mining
would occur in a basic top-to-bottom sequence as was currently occurring at the site. Final
benches would be established at approximately 25-foot intervals. Processing, including crushing
and sorting would occur and the plant facility would include a concrete batch plant and asphalt
plant (refer to EIR Figures 9, 10, and 11).

Mining would be accomplished by drill and blast, load, haul and dump methods. Under normal
conditions, blasted rock would be loaded onto off-road dump trucks by large rubber-tired loaders.
The dump trucks transport the rock via haul roads to the primary crusher. The primary crusher
reduces the quarry run material to less than eight inches in size. Conveyor belts carry the product
rock from the primary crusher to a surge pile. The processing plant utilizes crushers and vibrating
screens and wet washing to size the materials into specification aggregates for on-site direct
sales, or transfers to the on-site concrete batch plant and asphalt plant.

The operations would be relatively free of mining wastes based on the material composition.
Excess non-PCC quality materials would include excess overburden soils and rock types not
considered saleable materials and natural fines washed from the aggregates used in concrete
products. These fines may be sold or used during site reclamation. The total anticipated non-PCC
quality material for the mined area was estimated to be 3.5 million tons.

Of the 336.23 acres encompassing the Corona Quarry site, approximately 260 acres were
proposed for mining and the remainder would include setbacks, processing areas, storage sites,
roadways, and undisturbed open space. The lowest elevation of the quarry would be 500 feet
above mean sea level (amsl). Reclamation would occur following completion of mining
activities. Some reclamation could occur simultaneous with mining and processing with the use
of excess materials as fill.

The 1989 EIR was prepared to evaluate environmental impacts associated with the following
issues:

e Hydrology (drainage, erosion, flooding, groundwater, surface and subsurface water
quality)

e Noise and Vibration (truck traffic and blasting)

e Air Quality (dust mining and processing, vehicular emissions, and asphalt production)

e Biological Resources (riparian and coastal sage plant communities, and endangered
species)

e Archaeological Resources

e Visibility and Aesthetics (local resources, designated State scenic highway, substantial
landform changes)
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1.0 Introduction

e Circulation (truck traffic on Cajalco Road and Magnolia Avenue)
e Public Safety (access and blasting)

e Fire Hazard (within a regional fire hazard area)

Conclusions from the 1989 EIR regarding environmental impacts are listed below. The
information is presented here as a basis for comparison with the Proposed Project that is
addressed by this Addendum.

e The Original Project was determined to have avoided impacts and/or mitigated impacts to
an “insignificant” level in the areas of:

o  Hydrology/Drainage with mitigation;

o  Noise/Vibration with mitigation;

o  Archaeological Resources with mitigation;
o  Public Safety with mitigation;

o  Fire Hazards with mitigation;

o  Air Quality with mitigation; and

o  Circulation (traffic) with mitigation;

e Significant unavoidable adverse impacts were overridden for specific impacts in the
areas of:

o  Aesthetics: and
o  Biological resources.

Overriding findings were adopted for the destruction of vegetation, disturbance of wildlife
habitat, and effects on sensitive species found on-site including the golden eagle, California
black-tailed gnatcatcher, and the federally-listed endangered Stephens kangaroo rat. Overriding
findings were also adopted for the aesthetic alterations to the topography resulting in visual
impacts on residential properties and views from the 1-15 freeway.

1.3 PROJECT UNDER REVIEW

The activities described above currently occur as part of the on-going permitted operations at the
Corona Quarry within the 160 acres approved for mining in 1989. VMC’s March 2013
application (Proposed Project) proposes to modify their existing permit to allow mining activities
to continue from the current permitted term (to the year 2023) to the year 2113 on the full
260 acres as analyzed in the 1989 certified EIR. Mining would be conducted in six phases to a
depth of 500 feet amsl. Total reserves to be mined are estimated at approximately 351 million
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1.0 Introduction

tons. No changes are proposed to the existing processing facilities or allowed maximum daily
and annual aggregate production of 5 million tons as entitled by the existing permit and
reclamation plan. A complete project description discussing the revised mining area phasing and
reclamation plan is included in Section 2.0 of this EIR Addendum. A comparison of existing
permitted operations and the proposed revisions is also provided in Section 2.0.

VMC is also requesting that a Development Agreement between VMC and the City be approved.
A Development Agreement is intended to strengthen the public planning process, to encourage
private participation in comprehensive planning and to reduce the economic costs of
development by providing earlier vesting than otherwise available under California law.
Development agreements are within the total discretion of the City.

1.3.1 Project Location

The Corona Quarry is located in the eastern portion of the City of Corona in the County of
Riverside. Interstate 15 (I-15) is approximately %-mile to the west. Access from the 1-15 is via
Magnolia Avenue, 1%2-miles northwest of the quarry. The existing visual character of the site is
that of an active hillside surface mine including a processing plant within a north to south ridge.

The All American Asphalt mine and processing facility is located adjacent to the north and the
3M Company mining and processing facilities are adjacent to the south. The Burlington Northern
Santa Fe rail lines adjacent to the site are used to transport material to market. Residential
development within the City is located approximately “2-mile to the northeast and %-mile to the
west. Residential development within Riverside County is located Y2-mile to the east of the
quarry property boundary. One residential structure (a non-conforming land use) is located
Ya-mile to the east/southeast.

1.3.2 Permits
The Proposed Project requires the permits and approvals below:

City of Corona

- Approval of a Revised SMP and Reclamation Plan;
- Approval of Updated Financial Assurances / Reclamation Bonding; and
- Approval of a Development Agreement to be executed between the City and VMC.

14 IMPACT EVALUATION FORMAT
Chapter 3.0 of the EIR Addendum contains an evaluation of environmental impacts that could

occur with the implementation of the Proposed Project. The Addendum contains minor changes
and additions necessary to make the previous certified 1989 EIR adequate.
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1.0 Introduction

Each section in Chapter 3.0 begins with a description of the 1989 EIR conclusions for each
environmental issue followed by any changes to impacts associated with the Proposed Project,
mitigation measures, and conclusions.

1.5

COMPARISON OF ENVIRONMENTAL FINDINGS BETWEEN 1989 EIR AND
2013 EIR ADDENDUM

Environmental Issue

Original Project EIR (1989)

EIR Addendum (2013)

Aesthetics

Aesthetics / Visual Resources | Unavoidable Adverse Impact | No Change
with Mitigation Incorporated

Air Quality and Greenhouse Gases

Air Quality Less Than Significant with No Change

Mitigation Incorporated

Greenhouse Gas Emissions

Not Applicable / Not
Analyzed

Reduced Impact

Health Risk

Not Applicable / Not
Analyzed

Reduced Impact

Biological Resources

Vegetative Type/Land Use

Significant and Unavoidable
with Mitigation Incorporated
for riparian areas

Reduced Impact

Special-Status Plants

Significant and Unavoidable
with Mitigation Incorporated

No Change

Special-Status Animals

Significant and Unavoidable
with Mitigation Incorporated

Reduced Impact

Raptor Use Significant and Unavoidable | Reduced Impact

Jurisdictional Waters Less than Significant Impact | No Change
with Mitigation Incorporated

Cultural Resources

Cultural Resources Less than Significant Impacts | No Change

Historical Resources Less than Significant Impacts | No Change

Prehistorical Resources Less than Significant Impacts | No Change

Geology and Soils

Alquist-Priolo Special Studies | Not Applicable/No Impact No Change

or County Fault Hazard Zone

Liquefaction Potential Zone Not Applicable/No Impact No Change

Ground shaking Zone Generally Suitable/Less than | No Change
Significant Impacts

Slopes Less than Significant Impacts | No Change

Landslide Risk Zone Less than Significant Impacts | No Change

Rockfall Hazard Less than Significant Impacts | No Change
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Environmental Issue

Original Project EIR (1989)

EIR Addendum (2013)

Expansive Soils

No Impact

No Change

Hydrology and Water Quality

Erosion Less than Significant Impact | No Change
with Mitigation Incorporated

100-year Floodplain Less than Significant Impact | No Change
with Mitigation Incorporated

Groundwater/Water Quality No Impact No Change

Noise

On-site Mining Operations Less than significant with No Change
Mitigation Incorporated

Off-site Traffic Noise Less than significant with No Change
Mitigation Incorporated

Vibration from Blasting Less than significant with No Change
Mitigation Incorporated

Public Safety and Hazards

Public Safety — Site Access Less than Significant Impacts | No Change

Restriction

Public Safety - Blasting Less than Significant Impacts | No Change
with Mitigation Incorporated

Fire Hazards Less than Significant Impacts | No Change

Traffic and Circulation

Traffic Less Than Significant Impact | No Change

with Mitigation Incorporated
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2.0 Proposed Project Description

2.0 PROPOSED PROJECT DESCRIPTION

Background

In 1988, CalMat Co., a predecessor of the Project Applicant and operator VMC, applied to the
County for a SMP and reclamation plan for the existing Corona Quarry project site including a
crushing, screening, and washing plant, a concrete batch plant, and an asphalt batch plant onsite.
The applied-for permit incorporated acreage reaching westward to Cajalco Road and to
authorized additional mineral processing facilities including a hot mix asphalt plant (HMA), a
ready mix concrete plant (RMC), and a rail loadout facility as well. The County was the Lead
Agency at that time as the project site was outside the corporate boundaries of the City of Corona
(City). The County prepared the Corona Quarry EIR No. 316 (the 1989 EIR), which evaluated
the entire proposed quarry disturbance on 260 acres of an approximate 336-acre site. The EIR
also indicated that the 260 acres would be mined over two phases. However, subsequent to the
completion of the EIR, the applicant increased the number of mining phases to six while still
only covering 260 acres. Following certification of EIR No. 316 in October 1989, the County
Board of Supervisors approved a reduced size and duration alternative of the project. The
approved SMP No. 168 was for three of the six proposed mining phases and all the processing
plants on 160 acres rather than 260 acres, and for a period of 34 years until the year 2023 instead
of 100 years.

The subject property was annexed from the County into the City on October 9, 1991. At the time
of the annexation, the City also entered into a Pre-Annexation Agreement with CalMat
(March 20, 1991) to ensure the mining operation previously approved by the County of Riverside
would not be jeopardized once annexed into the City of Corona. Upon annexation, the City
granted SMP 92-01 by Resolution No. 93-13. This new SMP updated the text of the County’s
prior conditions of approval to reflect project annexation into the City, identifying the specific
City departments that would take over the functional responsibilities of their County equivalents.
In March 1992, specific conditions of approval were modified through the approval of
SMP 93-01, granted by the City Council with Resolution No. 93-44. SMP 93-01 and its
conditions of approval are the current entitlement with the City and the site’s California Mine ID
No. is 91-33-0027.

Proposed Project

VMC submitted an application to the City entitled “Corona Quarry SMP & Revised Reclamation
Plan,” (VMC, RGP, March 2013). VMC proposes to modify their existing permit to allow
continued operations from the current permit term (to the year 2023) to the year 2113 on the full
260 acres (Proposed Project or Proposed Plan) as analyzed in the 1989 certified EIR. Mining
would be conducted in six phases to a depth of 500 feet amsl. Total reserves are estimated to be
approximately 351 million tons. No changes are proposed to the existing processing facilities or
allowed maximum daily and annual aggregate production of 5 million tons per year as entitled by
the existing permit and reclamation plan. Therefore, VMC’s proposal requires only minor
technical changes to the environmental analysis prepared for the 1989 certified EIR.
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2.0 Proposed Project Description

VMC is also requesting approval of a Development Agreement between VMC and the City
establishing certain terms and provisions relating to VMC’s proposal as described herein. A
Development Agreement is intended to strengthen the public planning process and to encourage
private participation in comprehensive planning. Development agreements are within the total
discretion of the City.

This section describes the Proposed Project which was fully assessed in the 1989 certified EIR
including the design features of the Proposed Project that avoid or minimize impacts prior to
application of any required mitigation measures. The Proposed Project location and regional
setting, the term of the permit to operate the facility, and the Proposed Project components
(including the quarry, processing area, and appurtenant facilities and improvements), are
described in the following sections:

e Section 2.1 — Applicant Project Design Features
e Section 2.2 — Regional Setting

e Section 2.3 — Permit Term

e Section 2.4 — Project Site

e Section 2.5 — Project Components

e Section 2.6 — Mining Operations

e Section 2.7 — Project Phasing

e Section 2.8 — Reclamation Plan

2.1  APPLICANT PROJECT DESIGN FEATURES

Although all previously identified mitigation measures and conditions of approval since approval
of SMP No. 168 and certification of the 1989 EIR will continue to apply to the new project, new
mining and reclamation methods have since been developed that would improve the efficiency of
the operation and reduce environmental impacts. Specific applicant-initiated project design
features provided in the Application that that may exceed or supplement applicable conditions
and mitigation measures to avoid or reduce potential impacts as part of the Proposed Project
design are listed below. These features differ from mitigation measures in that they are required
to comply with statutory and regulatory requirements and are incorporated into the design of the
Proposed Project in a way that avoids or minimizes impacts prior to the implementation of
mitigation measures. The following are key components incorporated into the Proposed Project
design that minimize impacts:

e Stay within original footprint: avoid additional impacts not analyzed and mitigated in
the 1989 EIR;

e Revised phasing and reclamation layout: includes concurrent operations in multiple
phases which generates greater efficiency for mining methods to reduce energy
consumption, greenhouse gas emissions (GHG), and air quality impacts;

e Mining and reclaiming in layers: in lieu of the existing phasing on the property, each
layer would be mined from the top down and benches would be reclaimed in succession
concurrently in an earlier timeframe;
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2.0 Proposed Project Description

e Green Standards: adherence to the voluntary California Building Standards Commission
standards for green construction material sources;

e Air Quality: control of particulate emissions from specified equipment to Tier 4
standards or better; and

e Biological Resource Design Components: 1) implement the development mitigation
requirement associated and in compliance with the Western Riverside County MSHCP
policies; 2) conduct burrowing owl surveys 30 days prior to disturbance of suitable
habitat and if owls detected, follow appropriate protocols: 3) obtain authorizations from
regulatory agencies for impacts to jurisdictional waters, and compensate for the loss of
unvegetated streambed/riverine and riparian vegetation at appropriate ratios; 4) remove
potential nesting bird vegetation outside the nesting season and/or conduct surveys and
establish construction activity buffers; and 5) minimize potential direct impacts to the
coastal California gnatcatcher by conducting habitat clearing and removal outside of the
breeding season. These survey and permitting requirements required by existing rules and
regulations are further discussed in detail in Section 3.3.2 herein.

2.2 REGIONAL SETTING

The project site is located in the City of Corona to the southeast of the interchange of the I-15
and 91 Freeway (see Figure 2-1). Areas to the north and south are unincorporated areas known as
the communities of Home Gardens and El Cerrito, respectively (see Figure 2-2). The east portion
of the City is dominated by heavy industrial development including the Project Site, adjacent
mining and processing facilities to the north and south into the County of Riverside, a closed
landfill, and railroad lines. Specific industrial land uses located adjacent to the Corona Quarry
include the All American Asphalt mining and processing facility directly to the north and the 3M
Company mining and processing facilities directly to the south. Residential development exists
approximately half a mile to the northeast of the site and three-quarters of a mile to the west of
the site, and very low density residential has recently been developed to the east of the site in
Riverside County jurisdiction. A single, more isolated residence structure (a non-conforming use)
is additionally situated to the east-southeast of the site, approximately one-quarter mile distant in
the City (see Figure 2-3).

The project site is located on a dominant local topographic feature known as the El Sobrante de
San Jacinto Mountains that rise approximately 1,000 feet above the valley floors. These hills,
with existing mining slopes and residential development to the east, are visible from residential,
commercial and industrial land uses as well as two freeways. The generally grass-covered
hillsides with some areas of coastal sage scrub have been visually impacted by mining activities
for 50 to 100 years.

The site is located along the eastern side of the Temescal Wash, an ephemeral stream which
serves as the principal drainage channel for most of the surrounding area. Flood control facilities
and the on-going mining operations along the Wash have modified the original stream profile
over the past several decades.
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2.0 Proposed Project Description

The Surface Mining & Reclamation Act of 1975 (SMARA) includes a process whereby the State
formally acknowledges geographical areas that contain mineral resources and the significance of
these resources to the state and/or region. The State Department of Conservation (DOC) through
the California Geological Survey (CGS) and the State Mining and Geology Board (SMGB)
implements the mineral land classification/designation process for mineral resource conservation.
Through this process, the Temescal Region, which includes the Corona Quarry, has been
recognized as Mineral Resource Zone 2 (MRZ-2), confirming the presence of a significant
mineral deposit (DOC, CGS, SR 143, 1981). The CGS also declared the Corona Quarry site as an
area of regional significance, confirming the economic importance of the mineral deposit to the
entire region.

In 2012, CGS published a report and accompanying map, commonly referred to as Map Sheet 52
(DOC, CGS, Map Sheet 52: Aggregate Availability in California, 2012) which identifies
aggregate resources needed for a production- consumption region’s 50-year supply. The Project
Site and surrounding mine sites are within the Orange County — Temescal Valley Aggregate
Production-Consumption Region and specifically within the Temescal Wash Resource Area.
Map Sheet 52 identified a significant shortage of permitted aggregate reserves in the Temescal
Valley-Orange County production-consumption area to meet projected demand over the next
50 years. The study found that based on the population projections that permitted aggregate
reserves in the p-c region are approximately thirty-two percent (28%) of the over one billion ton
50-year projected demand; or approximately an 11 to 20-year supply for the region.

2.3 PERMIT TERM

The term of the permit approved by the County of Riverside in 1989 and subsequent amendments
to the Corona Quarry SMP allows for extraction of 90 million tons of aggregate by the year 2023.
The total estimated resource on site was initially estimated at 400 million tons. From the time of
project approval through the year 2012, approximately 35 million tons have been recovered to
meet the demand that has been substantially less than originally projected. Therefore, an
estimated 351 million tons remain available for extraction within the originally proposed project
footprint of 260 acres. VMC is currently projecting an annual production rate equal to or less
than the 5 million tons per year evaluated in the 1989. The application seeks an extension beyond
the current permit expiration to a time when all reserves have been extracted, or through the year
2113, whichever occurs first.

In the event that the SMP Amendment is not authorized by the City, VMC will continue
operations and reclamation as currently permitted and obligated under SMP No. 93-01.

2.4 PROJECT SITE

The existing Corona Quarry occupies a portion of a 336-acre site in the City (see Figure 2-3).
The City’s 2004 General Plan Land Use Map designates the site and areas to its northwest, north,
and east as General Industrial (GI) (see Figure 2-4). The site is located within the City’s Heavy
Manufacturing (M-3) zoning classification with a Mineral Resource (MR) overlay on the City’s
Zoning Map (see Figure 2-5). The existing and proposed projects are consis<ns1:XMLFault xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat"><ns1:faultstring xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat">java.lang.OutOfMemoryError: Java heap space</ns1:faultstring></ns1:XMLFault>