






































































































California Regional Water Quality Control Board
 
Santa Ana Region
 

3737 Main Street, Suite 500, Riverside, California 92501-3348 

Linda S. Adams 
Secretary for 

Phone (951) 782-4130· FAX (951) 781-6288· TDD (951) 782-3221 
www.waterboards.ca.gov/santaana Arnold Schwarzenegger 

Governor 
Environmental Protection 

March 8,2010 

Terri Manuel 
City of Corona Community Development Dept. 
400 South Vicentia Avenue 
Corona, CA 92882-2187 

NOTICE OF PREPARATION (INITIAL STUDY PENDING) FOR ARANTINE HILLS 
SPECIFIC PLAN DRAFT ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT REPORT, BEDFORD CANYON 
WASH WEST OF INTERSTATE 15, CITY OF CORONA, SCH# 2006091093 

Dear Ms. Manuel: 

Staff of the Regional Water Quality Control Board, Santa Ana Region (Regional Board) 
have reviewed the Notice of Preparation (NOP) for a Draft Environmental Impact Report 
(DEIR) for the Arantine Hills Specific Plan (Project), a proposed 278-acre residential 
development in the Santa Ana Mountains foothills west of Interstate 15 and southwest of 
Cajalco Road/Eagle Glen Parkway. The NOP proposes construction of commercial 
buildings and more than 1,700 dwelling units. The comment period for this NOP has 
recently ended, but we ask you to please consider incorporation of the following 
comments in order for the Project to best protect water quality standards (water quality 
objectives and beneficial uses) contained in the Water Quality Control Plan for the Santa 
Ana River Basin (Region 8 Basin Plan, 1995, as amended): 

1.	 The southern portion of the proposed Project site is bisected by the western 
portion of Bedford Canyon Wash (BCW). The DEIR should discuss how each of 
the Intermittant beneficial uses listed in the Basin Plan for BCW may be impacted 
by the Project: Groundwater Recharge (GWR), Water Contact Recreation (REC1), 
Non-Contact Water Recreation (REC2), Warm Freshwater Habitat (WARM), and 
Wildlife Habitat (WILD). Further, the NOP states that the Specific Plan would 
cancel the existing Agricultural Preserve designation at this site, where an orange 
grove along BCW has already been removed in apparent anticipation of this 
construction. Therefore, we note that any remaining agricultural uses are 
apparently being removed before project approval, which should be clarified. 

2.	 The NOP states (on p. 7 and on Figure 3) that approximately 37 acres of open 
space will be planned for the general avoidance of the natural bed and 
embankments of BCW (Planning Areas 17, 18, and 19). Permits will be applied 
for pursuant to federal Clean Water Act (CWA) Sections 404/401 and Section 1600 
of the California Fish and Game Code, partly because of a proposed bike trail and 
potential drainage improvements (if any channel armoring is contemplated, please 
describe). A jurisdictional study and delineation of impacted riparian acreage 
should be included with DEIR hydrology/biology discussions. The DEIR should 
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propose a preliminary mitigation program, to comply with the projected CWA 
Section 401 Water Quality Certification to be issued by the Regional Board. 

3.	 We request that the DEIR specifically address how the Project would protect the 
BCW channel integrity using proposed floodplain land to buffer the channel from 
the development. The Project will increase stormwater flow volume to the BCW 
from new impervious surfaces, which may hydromodify the BCW channel and/or 
impair existing mitigation sites (for other projects) downstream near the BCW 
confluence with Temescal Canyon Wash. Further, the BCW must not act as a 
stormwater filtration system for the Project; instead, Best Management Practices 
(BMPs) are required, by State Water Resources Control Board (SWRCB) and 
Regional Board stormwater runoff permits, to capture and treat tributary flows 
before they enter the BCW channel. The Project's BMPs must comply with the 
impJementation and Water Quality Management Plan requirements of Order No. 
R8-2010-00331

, NPDES Permit No. CAS 618033, adopted January 29,2010. 

4.	 The DEIR should encourage the utilization of low-impact development (LID) Best 
Management Practices (BMPs) that retain and infiltrate stormwater on each lot, in 
accordance with Order No. R8-2010-0033. LID is among the Ahwahnee Water 
Principles for Resource Efficient Land Use (enclosure), adopted in 2005 by the 
Local Government Commission (LGC) and supported by the SWRCB to encourage 
a comprehensive, community-wide system for protecting water quality standards. 
These principles are intended to reverse the trend of increasingly paved and 
constructed areas that alter the rate/volume of surface water runoff, groundwater 
recharge, and hydromodification. LID makes use of project-level features such as 
grassed paseos to conserve water while managing urban runoff quantity/quality. 

5.	 We request that the DEIR evaluate any proposed crossings and alternatives that 
will avoid dredge/fill, and other disturbances, to Project site drainages. Any 
crossings over drainages should take the form of bridges or arched open-bottomed 
culverts, so as to retain the BCW riparian wildlife movement cQrridor between the 
Santa Ana Mountains and Temescal Canyon Wash. 

If you have any questions, please contact Glenn Robertson at (951) 782-3259, 
grobertson@waterboards.ca.gov, or me at (951) 782-3234, or 
madelson@waterboards.ca.gov 

Sincerely, 

~~/-8m--
Mark G. Adelson, Chief
 
Regional Planning Programs Section
 

Enclosure- Ahwahnee Principles 

Cc w/encl: State Clearinghouse 
U.S. Army Corps of Engineers, Los Angeles - Jason Lambert
 
California Dept. of Fish and Game, Ontario- Michael Flores
 

1 Waste Discharge Requirements for the Riverside County Flood Control and Water Conservation District, The County 
of Riverside, and the Incorporated Cities of Riverside County within the Santa Ana Region, Areawide Urban Runoff 
Management Program (also known as "Riverside County Municipal Separate Storm Sewer System (MS4) Permit"). 
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Ahwahnee Principles Attachment 

The Ahwahnee Water Principles
 
For Resource Efficient Land Use
 

Preamble 

Cities and counties are facing major challenges with water contamination, storm 
water runoff, flood damage liability, and concerns about whether there will be 
enough reliable water for current residents as well as for new development. 
These issues impact city and county budgets and taxpayers. Fortunately there are 
a number of stewardship actions that cities and counties can take that reduce costs 
and improve the reliability and quality of our water resources. 

The Water Principles below complement the Ahwahnee Principles for Resource­
Efficient Communities that were developed in 1991. Many cities and counties are 
already using them to improve the vitality and prosperity of their communities. 

Community Principles 

1.	 Community design should be compact, mixed use, walkable and transit-oriented 
so that automobile-generated urban runoff pollutants are minimized and the open 
lands that absorb water are preserved to the maximum extent possible. (see the 
Ahnwahnee Principles for Resource-Efficient Communities) 

2.	 Natural resources such as wetlands, flood plains, recharge zones, riparian areas, 
open space, and native habitats should be identified, preserved and restored as 
valued assets for flood protection, water quality improvement, groundwater 
recharge, habitat, and overall long-term water resources sustainability. 

3.	 Water holding areas such as creek beds, recessed athletic fields, ponds, cisterns, 
and other features that serve to recharge groundwater, reduce runoff, improve 
water quality and decrease flooding should be incorporated into the urban 
landscape. 

4.	 All aspects of landscaping from the selection of plants to soil preparation and the 
installation of irrigation systems should be designed to reduce water demand, 
retain runoff, decrease flooding, and recharge groundwater. 

5.	 Permeable surfaces should be used for hardscape. Impervious surfaces such as 
driveways, streets, and parking lots should be minimized so that land is available 
to absorb stonn water, reduce polluted urban runoff, recharge groundwater and 
reduce flooding. 

6.	 Dual plumbing that allows grey water from showers, sinks and washers to be 
reused for landscape irrigation should be included in the infrastructure of new 
development. 



Ahwahnee Principles Attachment 

7.	 Community design should maximize the use of recycled water for appropriate 
applications including outdoor irrigation, toilet flushing, and commercial and 
industrial processes. Purple pipe should be installed in all new construction and 
remodeled buildings in anticipation of the future availability of recycled water. 

8.	 Urban water conservation technologies such as low-flow toilets, efficient clothes 
washers, and more efficient water-using industrial equipment should be 
incorporated in all new construction and retrofitted in remodeled buildings. 

9.	 Ground water treatment and brackish water desalination should be pursued when 
necessary to maximize locally available, drought-proof water supplies. 

Implementation Principles 

1.	 Water supply agencies should be consulted early in the land use decision-making 
process regarding technology, demographics and growth projections. 

2.	 City and county officials, the watershed council, LAFCO, special districts and 
other stakeholders sharing watersheds should collaborate to take advantage of the 
benefits and synergies of water resource planning at a watershed level. 

3.	 The best, multi-benefit and integrated strategies and projects should be identified 
and implemented before less integrated proposals, unless urgency demands 
otherwise. 

4.	 From start to finish, projects and programs should involve the public, build 
relationships, and increase the sharing of and access to information. The 
participatory process should focus on ensuring that all residents have access to 
clean, reliable and affordable water for drinking and recreation. 

5.	 Plans, programs, projects and policies should be monitored and evaluated to 
determine if the expected results are achieved and to improve future practices. 
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