
TEMESCAL VALLEY ANNEXATION 

PUBLIC INFORMATION MEETING NUMBER 1 – June 19, 2012 

Questions posed from the public: 

1. What is the most challenging argument in opposition to the 
annexation, and what is the response to that argument? 

 
In addition to overcoming the misinformation about increase of taxes, 
determining and answering the question of how each individual will benefit 
is a subjective judgment.  For example, some people place great 
importance on police protection and while others may not consider that as 
important.   

 
2. What are the city’s plans for high density residential development in 

the valley? 
 
The city intends to honor the current entitlements that have been granted 
by the County of Riverside by either adopting the specific plans that are 
already in place by the county, or through city zoning that matches the 
county zoning as closely as possible. The city does not intend to introduce 
any higher land use intensity than that which is currently approved. 
 

3. What are the differences between the county’s General Plan and 
Zoning and the city’s when it comes to multiple family dwelling 
development, and in particular, at Sycamore Creek? 
 
The city and county have different General Plans and zoning codes and 
different names for the General Plan designations and zones. For 
example, what one jurisdiction may call high density may actually be 
medium density in the other. Therefore, the city’s General Plan 
designations will be matched as closely as possible by density categories. 
Existing specific plans such as Sycamore Creek will be adopted by the city 
as they have been approved by the county.   
 

4. Will the city standard ratio of 1 officer per 1,000 population be 
maintained in the Temescal Valley Zone as well?  
 
The population within the Temescal Valley annexation area is 
approximately 15,000.  As part of this annexation, the city will hire 14 
officers to serve Temescal Valley.  
 
 
 



5. Will the police patrols be dedicated to annexation area, and will they 
include motorcycle officers? 

 
Yes, the newly hired officers will be dedicated to the annexation area. 
Furthermore, the traffic unit is in addition to the staffing and is utilized 
throughout the entire city to address traffic concerns and issues. This 
would include concerns/issues in the annexation area. 
 

6. Will the officers respond out of Station 7, and do they also respond 
to the Eagle Glen area? 

 
Yes, the newly hired officers would be staffed from the Temescal Public 
Safety Facility/Fire Station 7 located on Bedford Canyon Road. Eagle 
Glen is located in a separate police zone (Zone 3) and has its own zone 
officers separate from the officers that would be assigned to the 
annexation area. Officers do respond to other police zones when needed 
or as the current closest unit to an emergency call in a particular zone. 
 

7. What would prevent any future city budget shortfalls from resulting 
in cuts to services? 
 
The City’s budget is balanced for this upcoming fiscal year (i.e. revenues 
match expenditures).  In Fiscal Year 2013- 2014, the City is projecting an 
approximate $5 million deficit.  Over the course of the next year the City 
will work to eliminate the deficit.  Public safety is a top priority of the City 
Council.  The City Council has committed to staffing sworn Police Officers 
at 151 and having 4 firefighters on an engine based on the City’s current 
population.  If the Temescal Valley is annexed into the City, the City 
Council is committed to providing the same staffing ratios to the Temescal 
Valley as is presently afforded to the rest of the City.   
 

8. Have past budget cuts resulted in the loss of filled [public safety] 
positions or were those reductions by attrition? 

 
Reductions have occurred through retirements and attrition.  No lay-offs of 
sworn public safety personnel have occurred. 
 

9. Did the city balance its budget by dipping into its reserves, or will it 
utilize reserves to balance any future budget shortfalls? 

 
The city has $14 million in reserves, and that was not used to balance the 
budget nor is there a plan to do so.  The budget is posted on the city’s 
website at www.discovercorona.com.  
 
 
 



 
10. Does the city charge fees for certain permits, and are those fees 

slated to be increased? 
 

The city charges fees for such permits as garage sales, animal licensing, 
business licenses, etc. just like the county has fees for these types of 
permits.  Fees are in place to cover the costs that the city incurs 
associated with the particular activity, and special fee studies are 
independently done periodically to make sure that those fees only cover 
city costs.   

 
11. Why was it that Eastvale incorporated rather than annexed into the 

city? 
 

Eastvale has never been in the sphere of influence of the City of Corona.  
The entire City of Norco sits between Eastvale and Corona. 
 

12. What prevented the communities of Coronita and El Cerrito from 
annexing into the city? 

 
As with any annexation, it is ultimately up to the registered voters residing 
in the annexation area to decide whether they want to be annexed.  Each 
community has its own preferences and reasons for annexing or not 
annexing which cannot be expressed except by those voicing the 
preference.  Perceptions and expectations, whether accurate or not, can 
play a role in each person’s preference. 
 

13. Does the city have an interest in annexing Home Gardens? 
 

Home Gardens does lie within the city’s sphere of influence between the 
corporate boundaries of Corona and Riverside.  There are no immediate 
plans for annexation of Home Gardens. 

 
14. Are there plans for the city to improve its animal shelter? 

 
It is understood that the animal shelter the city currently has does not 
meet the need for a city the size of Corona.  The city has been working for 
two years on the establishment of a bigger better shelter in the northwest 
portion of the city near the airport on land that is under the control of the 
U.S. Army Corps of Engineers.  The regulatory jurisdiction that this agency 
has over the location has resulted in a delay in executing the plans for a 
much better shelter.  However, the city continues to move forward to 
complete this project. 
 
 
 



 
15. Is there a proposed budget for the area, and is there the budget for 

the new fire and police protection services including personnel for 
the area? Where will the revenue come from to fund those services? 

 
The city does have a budget which is posted on the city website.  Although 
no budget is or should be actually adopted for an area not yet in the city’s 
jurisdiction, a fiscal analysis was prepared for the costs versus revenues 
related to the annexation area.  The fiscal analysis revealed a fiscal 
balance in terms of cost/revenue. 
 

16. What would be the benefit for the people of Temescal Valley to be 
annexed into the city? 

 
An example of improved service would be the increased police patrols and 
the dedication of public safety personnel to the Temescal Valley 
exclusively as well as the citywide public safety and special services 
available to them. Again, it is up to the individual to make the judgment of 
how the annexation would benefit them from their own perspective.  
 

17. If annexed, will the 9-1-1 calls originating in Temescal Valley go 
directly to Corona Police dispatch? 

 
Yes, residents calling 911 from their homes will call our dispatch center 
directly. Residents calling from a cell phone (on the freeway for example) 
could get CHP depending on which tower they are closest to when they 
make the call. 
 

18. For fire protection will there be a new station at Temescal Canyon 
Road and the I-15? Will the county station #64 still operate with Cal 
Fire personnel? 

 
The city is proposing to place a fire station in the area of Temescal 
Canyon Road and Interstate 15. At the onset of the annexation a 
temporary fire station would house a Fire Engine at this location until a 
permanent facility could be built.  Fire personnel would also be dispatched 
from Fire Station 7 located on Bedford Canyon Road.  
 
The city cannot answer as to whether Riverside County Fire Station 64 will 
remain operational.  Riverside County Fire is aware of the city’s 
annexation proposal and according to their representative that was 
present at the meeting Cal Fire is assessing the situation to determine if it 
is fiscally feasible to keep Station 64 in operation.  
 

19. How will the city handle the costs of a fire protection agreement with 
Cal Fire? 



 
The estimated cost of the wildland fire protection contract has been 
factored into the overall fiscal analysis for the annexation.   
 

20. What is the expected build-out time frame for the city? 
 
The city’s General Plan document goes to 2025 when build-out is 
expected. 
 

21. What is the city’s objective for annexation, and how would 
annexation benefit the residents of Temescal Valley? 

 
The objective would be the same as it has been for the city, and that is to 
encourage the highest and best land uses that attract recognized 
industries that bring jobs to the local economy as well as to make sure that 
local businesses and industries remain in the area. 
 

22. Is the rumor that there will be fees for calling 9-1-1 accurate, and will 
there still be police helicopter service? 

 
The Police Department does not charge a fee for calling 911 and the city 
no longer owns or operates its own helicopter. The city has good working 
relationships and partnerships with surrounding agencies such as 
Riverside Police Department, Riverside Sheriff’s Department and 
California Highway Patrol, which regularly respond to assist the city when 
called. 

23. Will the city be responsive to public input on development projects 
that would be proposed in the Temescal Valley area? 
 
The city would be responsive to public input just as it is now.  
Development in Corona goes through the committee review process which 
demands that project proponents conduct outreach to existing occupants 
of a community to ensure that the proposal fits into the context of the area 
where it is locating. 
 

24. Is Dial-a-Ride going to be provided to the residents of Temescal 
Canyon with the annexation?  
 
Upon annexation, Corona Dial-a-Ride would be available to the Temescal 
Valley residents with priority given to senior and disabled patrons.  A fixed 
bus route may occur upon evaluation and confirmation that there is 
sufficient demand.  School busing is entirely under the purview of the 
Corona Norco Unified School District, and the City has no jurisdiction over 
the District’s system. 
 



25. If manufacturing uses are approved in the annexation area, is there a 
concern about pollution? 

 
The city does not pursue “smoke-stack” industrial uses but rather cleaner 
satellite and robotic manufacturing uses that comply easily with air quality 
regulations imposed by state and federal agencies. 
 

26. Why didn’t the city advocate against the Synagro operation 
historically located in the Temescal Valley? 

 
The Synagro operation located in the valley years ago was never under 
the authority or jurisdiction of the City of Corona.  Although the city voiced 
its opposition to the operation, the use and its operations were solely 
under the authority of the county. 
 

27. If increasing employment is an objective for the Temescal Valley, 
won’t that increase traffic also both on the freeway and the streets, 
and how would the city remedy circulation and traffic problems, 
especially at the freeway access locations? 
 
Development to take place in the Temescal Valley is not something that 
would only happen if the area annexed. Entitlements for development 
have been and are being granted by the county, irrespective of whether 
the annexation would ever occur.  Just as development occurs in the city, 
impacts from traffic as well as other impacts must be mitigated by the 
development as it occurs. Freeway improvements occur under state 
jurisdiction at a different pace, so neither the county nor the city can 
require upgrades to the freeway system by individual developers. 
 

28. In terms of local representation, how would the city council members 
that are elected at-large compare to the county supervisor 
representation by district? 

 
The Corona City Council members live in various areas across the city.  
While the county supervisors live in their respective districts, and 
Supervisor Buster lives in the district he represents, all five of the City 
Council members would be available at-large as a resource for the 
residents of Temescal Valley, as opposed to just one county 
representative. Furthermore, access to city resources are more 
convenient than travel to Riverside. 
 

29. In the context of the State of the City address and the development 
potential in the Temescal Valley, what is the win-win situation that 
was referred to in reference to the platform of manufacturing and 
industrial land uses and higher paying jobs versus warehouse type 
jobs?   



 
Large distribution centers such as those seen along the I-15 corridor take 
up a lot of land, result in a lot of 18 wheeler truck trips, and yield very few 
jobs as opposed to manufacturing operations that are higher paying and 
yield more jobs on less land.  The city encourages the latter as a higher 
and better land use. 
 

30. For the mining operations in the Temescal Valley, would the city 
grant extensions for those operations to continue? 
 
Some of the existing mining operations in the Temescal Valley are under 
permits that allow them to continue until they reach capacity, while others 
have permits that expire a number of years in the future.  Their 
entitlements under their current permits would not be changed by the city 
upon annexation.  They would continue just as they are permitted to now.   


