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3.0 PROJECT DESCRIPTION 
 

3.1 PROJECT LOCATION AND SETTING 
 
PROJECT LOCATION 
 
The proposed Foothill Parkway Westerly Extension is located within the 
southwesterly limits of the City of Corona and in the unincorporated area of Riverside 
County within the City’s sphere of influence, along the base of the Santa Ana 
Mountains (Sections 3, 4, 10, 33, and 34, Townships 3S/4S, and Range 7W) (refer to 
Figure 3-1, REGIONAL VICINITY). The roadway would generally extend westerly 
from its existing terminus approximately 600 feet west of Skyline Drive to Green 
River Road for a distance of approximately two miles.  Portions of Foothill Parkway 
have been recently completed as a four-lane divided roadway from Interstate 15 (I-
15) to Skyline Drive.  Green River Road from west of Paseo Grande to Tanglewood 
Drive will be widened to a four-lane roadway. The remainder of Green River Road to 
State Route 91 (SR-91) is paved as a four-lane roadway. A portion of Green River 
Road from SR-91 to Palisades Drive is improved as a four-lane roadway and will be 
ultimately improved to a six-lane roadway in the future in conjunction with 
improvements at the SR-91/Green River Road interchange. 
 
EXISTING CONDITIONS ON-SITE 
 
The roadway extension is situated along the northeastern base of the Santa Ana 
Mountains and transects both private and public properties within the City of Corona 
and the unincorporated area of Riverside County (refer to Figure 3-2, SITE 
VICINITY).  The proposed alignment is located adjacent to the Cleveland National 
Forest under jurisdiction of the United States Forest Service (USFS).  The proposed 
alignment traverses undeveloped terrain generally in an east/west direction and 
would cross the Mabey Canyon Debris Basin and traverse the existing 108-inch 
Metropolitan Water District (MWD) feeder line located approximately 1,000 feet 
southeast of Paseo Grande (refer to Figure 3-3, SITE PLAN). Topography within the 
alignment generally ranges from gently sloping terraces transected by ravines in the 
eastern and western portions of the alignment, to steep mountainous terrain in the 
central portion of the alignment.  Elevations range from approximately 800 to 1,300 
feet above mean sea level (msl). 
 
SURROUNDING LAND USES 
 
Land uses surrounding and adjacent to the Project alignment include residential 
uses, vacant properties, limited agricultural uses, and the Cleveland National Forest 
(refer to Figures 3-4A, 3-4B, and 3-4C, EXISTING CONDITION PHOTOGRAPHS).  
The City of Corona Zoning Ordinance designates properties within the Project area 
as Agricultural (A), Single-Family Residential (R-1A), and Single-Family 
Development (SFD).  The City of Corona General Plan land use designation for 
properties within the Project area is Low Residential (LR), and surrounding land use 
designations include LR and Estate Residential (ER) (refer to Table 3.1, PROJECT 
SITE AND SURROUNDING LAND USES).  According to the City’s Zoning 
Ordinance, properties surrounding the Project site are designated as SFD and R-1A. 
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North  
 
Low-density residential uses are located to the north of the Project site at Green 
River Road and Paseo Grande.  Undeveloped lands are also present to the north of 
the Project site. 

 
East  
 
Land uses located to the east of the Project site are designated as low-density 
residential uses, and a small portion is comprised of vacant land. 
 
South  
 
Land uses located to the south of the Project site include Estate Residential uses, 
the Cleveland National Forest, limited agricultural activities, and newly-constructed 
low-density residential (located between Skyline Drive and Lincoln Avenue). 
 
West  
 
The Cleveland National Forest comprises the majority of the existing land uses 
adjacent to the west of the Project site.  Low-density residential uses are also 
present to the west of the Project site.  The Mabey Canyon Debris Basin is located to 
the west of the proposed alignment.  

 
Table 3-1 

Project Site and Surrounding Land Uses 
 

Direction Land Use 
Designation1 

Zoning 
Designation2 Existing Land Use 

Proposed 
Alignment LR A, R-1A, SFD Unimproved Right-of-Way 

North LR, OS  SFD Low Residential and Open Space 

South ER, LR R-1A, SFD Cleveland National Forest, Estate Residential, and 
Agriculture 

East LR SFD Low Residential and vacant land 
West LR R-1A Cleveland National Forest and Low Residential 

Notes: 
 
1   Land Use Designations: 
 

ER Estate Residential (1-3 dwelling units per adjusted gross acre) 
LR  Low Residential (3-6 dwelling units per adjusted gross acre) 
OS Open Space 

 
2   Zoning Designations: 

A Agricultural 
R-1A  Single-Family Residential 
SFD Single-Family Development 
 

Source:  City of Corona General Plan, Figure 3 City of Corona Land Use Plan, Adopted March 17, 2004 (Resolution No. 2004-
034). 
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3.2 BACKGROUND AND HISTORY  
 

The City of Corona and the County of Riverside have recognized the desirability of 
developing a high-grade arterial which would facilitate continuous east/west travel 
across the City and which would provide additional access to SR-91. Foothill 
Parkway has been included in master plans of the City and County since the 1980s.  
 
In November 1985, the City adopted the roadway as a four-lane arterial highway. 
The conceptual alignment for the Foothill Parkway Westerly Extension was again 
recognized and approved with the update of the City’s General Plan Circulation 
Element in 2004, as well as the 1990 Riverside County Comprehensive General 
Plan.  The Project is a collaborative effort by the City and County, with the City 
assuming the Lead Agency role.  The proposed Foothill Parkway alignment varies in 
location from the previous concept alignment adopted in the 1980s.  In order to meet 
minimum roadway design standards (e.g., turn-lane requirements, spacing of 
intersections, local street access criteria, and design speed), the alignment location 
has been shifted to the north from the previous alignment. 
 

3.3 PROJECT CHARACTERISTICS 
 

Development in conjunction with build out of the City’s General Plan will continue to 
put pressure on the existing transportation network, resulting in deterioration of the 
local circulation system, decreased public safety, and further exacerbation of 
vehicular generated emissions.  The purpose of the Project is to implement a critical 
component of the City’s General Plan Circulation Element.  The Circulation Element 
has been developed to provide for the existing and future travel needs for the 
residents of the City and to ensure an adequate balance between land use and 
circulation.  Implementation of the Project alignment is an important component of 
this planned circulation network and would serve to complete a critical transportation 
link in south Corona. 

 
The proposed alignment addresses the precise footprint of the roadway, access to 
the road from the adjoining neighborhoods, aesthetic treatments, and noise 
mitigation.  These are among the issues that have been discussed and refined over 
the past several years and are now the subject of this Environmental Impact Report 
(EIR).  The California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA) process has been utilized to 
help refine the alignment, based on involvement by those who would be most 
affected by the roadway extension. 

 
ROADWAY CHARACTERISTICS 

 
The Project alignment would involve the westerly extension of Foothill Parkway as 
a four-lane roadway from approximately 600 feet west of Skyline Drive to Green 
River Road.  At Skyline Drive, the roadway would veer to the west into the 
unincorporated area of Riverside County and continue in an east/west direction 
along the City/County boundary. The alignment would then curve to the north and 
connect to Green River Road in the vicinity of Paseo Grande. The Project would be 
designed to protect the existing 108-inch MWD feeder line located approximately 
1,000 feet southeast of Paseo Grande. Roadway improvements would require right-
of-way (R/W) acquisition for roadway improvements (curb, shoulders, travel lanes, 
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and landscaped medians), slope easement areas, and drainage facilities, as well as 
temporary construction easements. Street lighting would be provided in the median 
and along the entire Foothill Parkway extension. 

 
The proposed roadway grades would vary from 1.8 percent to 9 percent. Roadway 
width from hinge to hinge would vary in width from 105 feet to 118 feet in width, with 
an actual roadway width ranging from 72 to 78 feet. The reduced width is through 
Wardlow Wash to minimize impacts and maintain the alignment out of the Cleveland 
National Forest. This would be accomplished by the use of a 10-foot-wide median. A 
14-foot-wide median is proposed for the remainder of the extension, from Border 
Avenue to the existing Foothill Parkway. Four travel lanes, two in each direction, 
would be provided, with 7-foot-wide parkways, a 5-foot-wide sidewalk on the north 
side of the roadway, and a 10- to 14-foot-wide multipurpose trail on the south side. 
Inside lane widths would be 12 feet and outside lane widths would be 11 feet, with an 
8-foot-wide Class II Bike Lane. Striping would be modified through the superelevated 
700-foot-radius curve to accommodate street runoff that will drain toward the median.  
In this specific location, the inside lane would be 13 feet wide, the outside lane would 
be 11 feet wide, and the Class II Bike Lane would be 7 feet wide.  The overall 
roadway width would not change.  As Foothill Parkway passes over the Mabey 
Canyon Debris Basin dam, the sidewalk and roadside multi-purpose trail would be 
located behind the curb, eliminating the 7-foot-wide parkway.  The trail width would 
be reduced to 5 feet, and a maintenance access road would be placed adjacent to 
the south for access to the Mabey Canyon Debris Basin.  East of the proposed 
Chase Drive/Mangular Avenue connection, the curb-to-curb roadway width would be 
increased by 2 feet in order to match existing Foothill Parkway at the easterly limit.  
The wider roadway width would accommodate two 12-foot traffic lanes and an 8-foot-
wide Class II Bike Lane.   
 
In order to accommodate anticipated traffic volumes and the associated turn-lane 
requirements, Paseo Grande would be widened at Foothill Parkway.  The roadway 
R/W would be increased from approximately 56 feet to 82 feet.  This will allow for 14-
foot and 12-foot southbound right-turn lanes, one 10-foot-wide southbound left-turn 
lane, two 12-foot-wide northbound lanes, and a 5-foot-wide northbound shoulder.  
The widening would continue north approximately 225 feet, and then taper to join the 
existing two-lane Paseo Grande roadway to the north.  Due to the necessary turn-
lane lengths, the proposed roadway striping would create a right-in, right-out only 
condition at the San Bautista Road/Paseo Grande intersection.  The existing stop 
sign on Paseo Grande would be removed at that location. 
 
As part of the design concept, the City proposes to extend and connect two existing 
local collector streets, Border Avenue and Chase Drive/Mangular Avenue, to 
facilitate north/south local access to Foothill Parkway, consistent with the General 
Plan Circulation Element. These connections are included in the design of the 
proposed alignment and are described below: 
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Border Avenue Connection 
 
The existing Border Avenue is designated as a two-lane undivided collector roadway 
in the City of Corona General Plan Circulation Element.  The Project proposes to 
extend Border Avenue approximately 200 feet south from its existing terminus and 
connect to the proposed Foothill Parkway, approximately 400 feet east of the Mabey 
Canyon Debris Basin. The proposed Foothill Parkway profile at that location is higher 
than the existing Border Avenue terminus.  Therefore, approximately 200 feet of the 
existing south end of Border Avenue would be reconstructed to accommodate the 
elevated profile.  The proposed typical section includes a 12-foot-wide traffic lane 
and 10-foot-wide Class III Bike Route in each direction, a 7-foot parkway and 5-foot 
sidewalk on the west side of the street, and an 8-foot parkway on the east side, for a 
total right-of-way width of 64 feet.  A traffic signal would be placed at the intersection 
of Border Avenue and Foothill Parkway as part of the connection. 
 
Chase Drive/Mangular Avenue Connection 
 
The existing Chase Drive is designated as a two-lane collector roadway in the City of 
Corona General Plan Circulation Element. The existing Chase Drive would be 
extended westerly approximately 650 feet from Mangular Avenue as a two-lane 
undivided collector and form a “T” intersection with Foothill Parkway.  The proposed 
typical section includes a 12-foot traffic lane and 6-foot-wide Class III Bike Route in 
each direction, with 7-foot parkways and 5-foot sidewalks, for a total R/W width of 60 
feet. A 100-foot inscribed diameter roundabout would be provided at the intersection 
of Mangular Avenue and Chase Drive as a means to reduce speeds at the 
intersection. The roundabout would be designed to accommodate existing access to 
adjacent properties.  A traffic signal would be placed at the intersection of Chase 
Drive and Foothill Parkway. 
 
The existing Mangular Avenue is designated as a two-lane collector roadway in the 
City of Corona General Plan Circulation Element. However, from Chase Drive to 
approximately 900 feet north, the street was built as a narrower section, and has no 
sidewalk on the east side of the street.  As part of the Chase Drive/Mangular Avenue 
connection, a portion of Mangular Avenue would be widened and improved to match 
existing Mangular Avenue to the north. The roadway section would be widened from 
approximately 31 feet to 44 feet, with one 10-foot traffic lane, a 5-foot Class II Bike 
Lane, and a 7-foot parking lane in each direction.  A curb-adjacent 5-foot sidewalk 
and 3-foot parkway will be added on the east side of the street.  These 
improvements would not require additional R/W; however, they would require a 
construction easement.  Overhead power lines located behind the existing easterly 
asphalt dike would be relocated behind the new easterly curb.  Other utility 
relocations may also be required.  
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Chase Drive Recommended Alternative Alignment 
  
As part of the final design planning process, an alternative to the Chase 
Drive/Mangular Avenue connection will be considered. Figure 3-5, CHASE DRIVE 
RECOMMENDED ALTERNATIVE ALIGNMENT, shows the recommended 
alternative alignment of the proposed Chase Drive/Mangular Avenue connection.  As 
currently proposed, the roadway connection would be constructed on a fill slope 
immediately adjacent to residential backyards on Meadowcrest Circle.   
 
The alternative alignment of Chase Drive will be considered in an effort to reduce 
impacts to the adjacent properties and enhance drainage in the immediate vicinity.  
This alternative alignment would realign the proposed Chase Drive away from 
Meadowcrest Circle.  This alternative alignment of Chase Drive is considered the 
“Recommended Alternative.”  Use of this alignment of Chase Drive will be addressed 
further in final design.   

 
BRIDGES 
 
The Project proposes two parallel bridge structures for protection of the MWD feeder 
line. The bridge structures would be constructed of reinforced concrete. They would 
span approximately 200 feet in length, 30 feet in height, and would each be 38 feet 
five inches wide.   
 
RETAINING WALLS 
  
The Project proposes three retaining walls and may include up to four additional 
retaining walls along the proposed Foothill Parkway, in order to minimize grading 
impacts at critical locations. Figure 3-6, PROPOSED AND POTENTIAL RETAINING 
WALLS, shows the location of the proposed and potential retaining walls. All seven 
retaining walls would be located along the proposed Foothill Parkway alignment.  
The proposed retaining walls would be composed of concrete. 
 
One of the proposed retaining walls would be located approximately 300 feet west of 
Mabey Canyon Road along the north side of the proposed Foothill Parkway roadway. 
This retaining wall would be a maximum of approximately 15 feet in height and 
approximately 120 feet in length.  A soil nail wall with architectural finish is proposed 
at this location, which is similar to an existing wall located at the eastern terminus of 
the proposed alignment (refer to Section 5.2, AESTHETICS, LIGHT, AND GLARE, 
for further discussion). This wall type is decorative, with an earthen-looking façade. 
The second proposed retaining wall would be located east of the Mabey Canyon 
Debris Basin and west of Border Avenue along the north side of the proposed 
Foothill Parkway roadway.  This retaining wall would be a maximum of approximately 
40 feet in height and approximately 480 feet in length. A soil nail wall with 
architectural finish is also proposed at this location. The third proposed retaining wall 
would be located east of Chase Drive along the south side of the proposed Foothill 
Parkway alignment. In order to minimize the impact of the proposed slope at this 
location, this retaining wall would be a maximum of 30 to 35 feet in height, placed 
near the mid-slope, and would be a maximum 400 feet in length.  An MSE-type wall 
is proposed, which would utilize pre-cast concrete panels for the wall face and 
geogrid material to anchor the wall.  A soil nail wall architectural finish is not feasible 
on the slope at this location. 
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Three of the four potential retaining walls may be located north of Mabey Canyon 
Road along the north side of the proposed Foothill Parkway alignment. These 
retaining walls would be a maximum of approximately 10 feet, 12 feet, and 8 feet in 
height (from west to east) and approximately 55 feet, 130 feet, and 110 feet in length 
(from west to east).  The placement of these three retaining walls will be considered 
further by the City during final design in order to avoid right-of-way impacts.  The 
remaining potential retaining wall would be located west of Chase Drive along the 
north side of the proposed Foothill Parkway alignment and would be a maximum of 
approximately 12 feet in height and approximately 150 feet in length.  Placement of 
this wall will be considered further by the City during final design in order to preserve 
an existing large oak tree (Tag 355).  This oak tree has been evaluated as part of the 
native tree survey conducted for the proposed Project (refer to Appendix 15.7). 
Although this oak tree is located within the Project boundary, Mitigation in Section 
5.7, BIOLOGICAL RESOURCES, would reduce impacts to native trees associated 
with construction of the proposed Project.   
 
As a worst-case scenario, Section 5.2 includes an analysis of potential impacts 
associated with the seven potential retaining walls and recommends mitigation 
measures to reduce potential long-term aesthetic impacts.  Additional walls may be 
incorporated as needed to prevent impacts to adjacent properties. Further 
geotechnical studies will be conducted during the final design phase to more 
accurately evaluate proposed retaining wall types and locations.   
 
TRAILS AND WILDLIFE LINKAGES 
 
There are many existing trails in the vicinity of the Project site, and it is the goal of 
the Foothill Parkway Westerly Extension Project to maintain trail connectivity.  
Recreational trails, access roads, and wildlife movement have been considered in 
the design of two multi-purpose trails as part of the proposed alignment.    
 
Refer to Figure 5.7-5, TRAILS AND WILDLIFE LINKAGES, in Section 5.7, 
BIOLOGICAL RESOURCES, for an illustration of existing and proposed trail and 
wildlife linkage locations. There are several horse trails that lead into Wardlow and 
Fresno Canyons, as well as access roads to properties within the Cleveland National 
Forest.  A 20-foot-wide multi-purpose trail is planned at the base of the westerly limit 
of the slope through the length of the roadway through Wardlow Wash.  This trail 
would serve as a maintenance access road for the proposed storm drain facility that 
would be located under the trail and debris basins at the two main storm flow catch 
points.  This trail would also allow private access to properties within the Cleveland 
National Forest, as well as pedestrian, equestrian, and bicycle use.  A low-flow swale 
would follow the trail at the base of the fill slope.  A trail staging area is proposed on 
the south side of the Foothill Parkway alignment, near Paseo Grande, with access to 
Foothill Parkway and a parking lot and trailhead.  From this staging area, there would 
be trail access under the proposed bridge structures (located at the MWD feeder line 
in Wardlow Wash) to the east side of the proposed Foothill Parkway alignment and 
an existing access road that ties into Adobe Avenue.  From this side of Foothill 
Parkway, trails may eventually be provided to the north to allow continuous 
movement from the northern limit of the Project, near Green River Road and Paseo 
Grande, into Wardlow and Fresno Canyons. 
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A roadside multi-purpose trail would be provided along the south side of the 
proposed Foothill Parkway alignment for the majority of the alignment. The multi-
purpose trail northern limit would be on Green River Road at Tanglewood Drive and 
continue east approximately 250 feet of Paseo Grande, where access would be 
provided from eastbound Foothill Parkway to a proposed staging area and wildlife 
trail.  The trail would diverge from Foothill Parkway at this location, and follow the 
entrance to the staging area.  From this point, users may follow the wildlife trail along 
the base of fill slope approximately 800 feet to the connection point with the second 
portion of roadside multi-purpose trail.  A wide parkway, without a trail, is proposed 
on the south side of the proposed Foothill Parkway alignment between the staging 
area and this connection point.  This parkway would continue along the remaining 
length of Foothill Parkway, and ultimately connect to the existing sidewalk at the 
eastern terminus of the proposed alignment.   
 
Overall, the proposed trails would provide linkages to the existing and potential future 
trails in the area, including the Santa Ana River Trail, Fresno Canyon, Wardlow 
Canyon, Mabey Canyon, the MWD Bike Path, Oak Street Channel Trail, and Skyline 
Drive Trail.   
  
LANDSCAPE DESIGN 

 
Landscaping would be provided in the parkways and medians, using native drought-
tolerant species and ornamental vegetation, consistent with City-approved 
landscaping themes. Refer to Section 5.2 for an illustration of the Landscape 
Conceptual Plan and for more details regarding proposed landscaping.   
 
GRADING 

 
Project grading would require substantial amounts of cut and fill due to the steep 
terrain in the Project area. The largest cuts would be westerly of Mabey Canyon, 
where cuts up to approximately 170 feet in height would occur. Fill heights are 
anticipated to be a maximum of 130 feet in height.   
 
Project construction would require approximately 1.7 million cubic yards of cut and 
1.6 million cubic yards of fill. Additional cut and fill would be required to provide for 
the connection of Border Avenue and Chase Drive to Foothill Parkway. Border 
Avenue would require 3,600 cubic yards of fill, and Chase Drive would involve 3,400 
cubic yards of cut and 23,400 cubic yards of fill. 
 
RIGHT-OF-WAY REQUIREMENTS 
 
Partial and full R/W acquisitions from various property owners would be required for 
the proposed roadway alignment, slope easement areas, and drainage facilities. 
Construction easements would also be necessary.  Roadway R/W varies throughout 
the alignment from 105 to 118 feet. Table 3-2, RIGHT-OF-WAY REQUIREMENTS, 
provides an itemized list of each parcel (by assessor parcel number [APN]) that 
would be affected by the Project alignment.  The table provides the required R/W 
acreage for both roadway improvements and easements (locations of APNs are 
illustrated in Figures 3-7A and 3-7B, RIGHT-OF-WAY MAP). 
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Table 3-2 
Right-of-Way Requirements 

 
Assessor’s Parcel Number Acquisition Area  

(acres) 
Easement Area 

(acres) 
Paseo Grande 

103-020-075 Owned by City Owned by City 
Total 0.0 0.0 

Border Avenue Connection 
112-141-031 N/A 0.2 
112-142-005 0.01 N/A 
Total 0.01 0.2 

Chase Drive/Mangular Avenue Connection 
112-220-005 0.5 0.6 
112-220-010 0.2 N/A 
112-310-001 0.02 N/A 
112-310-002 0.03 0.1 
112-320-001 0.1 0.01 
112-320-002 Owned by City Owned by City 
275-050-001 Owned by City Owned by City 
Total 0.85 0.71 

Foothill Parkway (Paseo Grande to Border Avenue) 
102-320-009 13.4 N/A 
102-320-014 3.0 N/A 
102-390-037 Owned by City Owned by City 
103-020-064 Owned by City Owned by City 
103-020-075 Owned by City Owned by City 
103-020-077 Owned by City Owned by City 
103-020-099 Owned by City Owned by City 
103-390-019 N/A 0.02 
103-390-020 0.3 0.1 
112-120-017 N/A 0.1 
112-141-031 N/A 0.2 
275-030-006 12.1 6.6 
275-040-009 N/A 0.1 
275-040-012 N/A 2.6 
275-040-013 N/A 0.1 
275-040-015 3.5 5.9 
272-040-016 N/A 1.2 
Total 32.3 16.92 

Foothill Parkway (Border Avenue to Lincoln Avenue) 
112-142-005 0.3 2.5 
112-352-014 0.1 0.7 
112-360-019 Owned by City Owned by City 
112-360-029 0.3 1.1 
275-050-001 Owned by City Owned by City 
275-050-004 3.6 7.9 
275-050-005 0.6 0.9 
275-050-007 0.4 0.2 
275-050-008 0.8 1.5 

 
 
 



  CITY OF CORONA 
  Foothill Parkway Westerly Extension 
 
 
 

 
 
DRAFT  AUGUST 2008 3-22 Project Description 

Table 3-2 (Continued) 
Right-of-Way Requirements 

 

Assessor’s Parcel Number Acquisition Area  
(acres) 

Easement Area 
(acres) 

275-080-014 Dedicated to City Released to City 
275-080-015 0.2 4.1 
275-080-016 Owned by City Owned by City 
Total 6.3 18.9 
Total Required Acreage 39.46 36.73 
Total 76.19 
Note:  All properties in bold are assumed to require full R/W acquisition.  However, prior to 
approval of final design plans, the Project Applicant shall identify which properties will require 
full and partial acquisition. 

 
The proposed alignment would require the partial acquisition of 26 properties and full 
acquisition of four properties, resulting in total acquisitions of approximately 30 
properties.1 In Table 3-2, all properties in bold are assumed to require full R/W 
acquisition. Partial acquisition of a property occurs if any part of a parcel is within the 
footprint (i.e. R/W) of the Project but does not require the displacement of the entire 
property or structure.  These impacts range from a sliver of a parcel within the R/W 
preservation area to substantial portions that fall short of entire displacement.  Partial 
acquisitions would allow properties to maintain functionality and will not result in the 
relocation of any business or residences within the Project area.  Most of the partial 
acquisitions are small percentage acquisitions in residential areas where the effect 
would be moving the lot line to accommodate construction and expansion of the 
Foothill Parkway R/W. Full acquisitions needed to accommodate construction and 
expansion of the Foothill Parkway R/W would involve the take of the entire property. 
 
All required R/W located along Paseo Grande is associated with City-owned property 
and would not require private property take. As noted in Table 3-2, R/W acquisition 
associated with the Border Avenue connection will be limited to partial acquisition of 
two properties, requiring a total of approximately 0.01 acres for roadway purposes 
and approximately 0.2 acres to accommodate the necessary easements. The Chase 
Drive/Mangular Avenue connection to Foothill Parkway would require partial 
acquisition of four parcels and full acquisition of two parcels, requiring a total of 
approximately 0.85 acres for roadway purposes and approximately 0.71 acres to 
accommodate the necessary easements.  Foothill Parkway between Paseo Grande 
and Border Avenue would require partial acquisition of ten properties and full 
acquisition of two properties, requiring a total take of approximately 32.3 acres and 
approximately 16.92 acres required for the easements. The Foothill Parkway 
alignment between Border Avenue and Lincoln Avenue would necessitate partial 
acquisition of eight properties, requiring a total of approximately 6.3 acres for 
roadway purposes and 18.9 acres to accommodate the necessary easements. The 
proposed alignment would result in a total take of approximately 39.46 acres in 
addition to the 36.73 acres required for the easements, resulting in a total acquisition 
of 76.19 acres. 

                                                
1  For the purposes of this analysis, City-owned properties needed for the proposed roadway would not 

require private property “take”.  For the purposes of this analysis, properties owned by the Riverside County Flood 
Control needed for the proposed roadway would require a  “take”, although these properties may be dedicated to the 
City of Corona. 
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Presently, it is assumed that full R/W acquisition would be required for APNs 112-
220-010, 112-310-001, 102-320-009, and 102-320-014.  However, during the final 
design process the Project Applicant shall identify which properties would require full 
and partial acquisition.  The only R/W acquisition requiring the removal of structures 
would be associated with APN 102-320-009, which includes one large stable 
structure, two small miscellaneous structures, one abandoned auto shop, and one 
mobile home structure, which would require relocation. The City of Corona 
Acquisition guidelines shall be followed to determine a fair market value of properties 
affected in accordance with eminent domain law. As part of the proposed alignment, 
the City will provide compensation for the reduction in lot size to affected property 
owners to adequately offset the loss of property value as a result of partial or full R/W 
acquisition and any costs associated with temporary construction easements 
pursuant to eminent domain law. 
 
DRAINAGE CHARACTERISTICS 

 
The Project proposes to accommodate street runoff by directing street surface flows 
during storm events to drainage facilities such as culverts and storm drains.  Several 
improvements to existing drainage facilities would be incorporated as part of the 
Project.  The Project proposes the construction of a storm water conveyance facility 
in Wardlow Wash, modifications to the Riverside County Flood Control and Water 
Conservation District (RCFC&WCD) Mabey Canyon Debris Basin, and incorporates 
drainage improvements to facilitate continued flow through a culvert at Kroonen 
Canyon to the Oak Street Debris Basin. 

 
At Wardlow Wash, a closed conduit system would be constructed on the west side of 
the roadway that would accept flows through a stormdrain up to eight feet in 
diameter. Low flows would be conveyed by a swale adjacent to a proposed access 
road at the westerly toe of fill.  Drainage at Kroonen Canyon would be conveyed 
through an eight-foot pipe approximately 900 feet in length. 
 
The proposed alignment follows along the axis of the embankment crest of the 
Mabey Canyon Debris Basin facility that was originally constructed in 1974. The 
roadway construction would involve placement of fill on the upstream side of the dam 
embankment and span across the existing concrete spillway crest located on the 
easterly abutment. The proposed modifications to the basin would retain the original 
debris storage volume capacity and level of flood protection with new improvements 
for the basin. Improvements that are included in the Project in order to offset 
modifications to the debris basin associated with the roadway construction include 
the following: 

 
 Excavation within and outside the existing basin RCFC&WCD R/W to retain 

the original storage volume through extending the southern end of the basin 
approximately 150 feet; 

 
 Construction of a new low-level outlet upgraded to be consistent with other 

debris basin outlet structures constructed by RCFC&WCD; 
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 Construction of an extension of the existing spillway, which would consist of a 
triple-box culvert; and 

 
 New access ramps to the bottom of the roadway and perimeter access 

roadway. 
 

3.4 PROJECT OBJECTIVES 
 

PURPOSE AND NEED 
 
As noted above, the Foothill Parkway Westerly Extension is included as a planned 
arterial in the City’s General Plan, and has been a part of the planning process for 
over 20 years. The primary purpose of the Foothill Parkway Westerly Extension 
Project is to complete a critical east/west connection from its current terminus, 
approximately 600 feet west of Skyline Drive to Green River Road. The roadway 
extension would alleviate existing traffic congestion on the local circulation network 
and accommodate traffic generated by approved and planned development in south 
Corona. Additionally, Foothill Parkway will provide greater access to existing and 
future developments in the southern portion of Corona, not only for routine daily 
traffic, but for emergency response vehicles as well. The operation goal for the 
roadway is to achieve a level of service (LOS) “D”, which has been adopted by the 
City as the standard for local streets and arterial highways. It is the City’s goal to 
identify the most cost-effective improvements that would be compatible with existing 
and future physical and legal constraints, while minimizing impacts and providing 
value to the community.  
 
Recent growth in population and land uses, both within south Corona and in adjacent 
communities, has put increasing pressures on the City’s arterial and local street 
system. Congestion on SR-91 and I-15, as well as congestion at the interchange of 
the two freeways, has resulted in local and regional traffic using City streets to avoid 
freeway delays.  Ontario Avenue traverses the southeastern portion of Corona.  It is 
the primary east/west arterial serving south Corona, and has become increasingly 
congested with vehicles attempting to reach the freeway during peak periods.  
Ontario Avenue does not provide a direct freeway connection to SR-91, causing 
vehicles to utilize residential streets to access the Green River Road, Maple Street, 
and Serfas Club Drive interchanges.  Many Corona area residents traveling to and 
from Orange County use the Green River Road interchange to access the SR-91, as 
it is located just east of the Orange County line.  It provides the first exit into Corona 
and last entrance onto the freeway from Corona for those commuters.   Construction 
of Foothill Parkway, with local roadway connections at Border Avenue and Chase 
Drive, is necessary to complete the City’s overall traffic circulation plan in the 
southern portion of the City, and provide relief for the ever-growing congestion on the 
City’s existing arterial and local roadway network.   
 
The Foothill Parkway Westerly Extension is included as a planned arterial in the City 
of Corona’s General Plan Circulation Element.  The primary purpose of the Foothill 
Parkway Westerly Extension project is to complete a critical east/west connection 
from its current terminus, approximately 600 feet west of Skyline Drive, to the Green 
River Road/Paseo Grande intersection.  The roadway extension would alleviate 
existing traffic congestion on the local circulation network and accommodate traffic 
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generated by approved and planned development in south Corona.  Additionally, 
Foothill Parkway and its proposed connections will provide greater access to existing 
and future developments in the southern portion of Corona, not only for routine daily 
traffic, but for emergency response vehicles as well.  The operational goal for the 
roadway, at a minimum, is LOS “D”, which has been adopted by the City as the 
standard for local streets and arterial highways.  The goal of this project is to identify 
the most cost-effective improvements that will be compatible with existing and future 
physical and legal constraints, while minimizing impacts and providing value to the 
community. 
 
Foothill Parkway is an integral part of the City’s circulation plan, providing a much 
needed east/west arterial and increasing mobility in the area.  Recent growth in 
population and land uses, both within south Corona and in adjacent communities, 
has put increasing pressures on the City’s arterial and local street system. 
 
OBJECTIVES 

 
The following objectives have been established for the Project: 

 
 Minimize congestion on the local circulation network and provide a 

continuous connection from Lincoln Avenue to Green River Road; 
 
 Accommodate planned circulation needs by providing the extension of 

Foothill Parkway consistent with the City of Corona Circulation Element; 
 
 Provide a roadway design that is sensitive to the environmental resources in 

the study area and minimizes, to the extent feasible, impacts to sensitive 
plant and wildlife species, while providing adequate geometric design to 
minimize safety hazards and maximize operational efficiency; 

 
 Develop a roadway design that is compatible with the provisions of the 

Western Riverside County Multi-Species Habitat Conservation Plan 
(MSHCP); 

 
 Improve air quality in the South Coast Air Basin by providing system 

improvements that would reduce traffic congestion, and thereby the amount 
of pollutants generated; 

 
 Avoid impacts to the Cleveland National Forest; and 

 
 Implement circulation improvements in south Corona that will provide 

enhanced public services access (i.e., emergency response) to existing and 
planned uses in the area. 
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3.5 PHASING 
 

Project construction would occur in a single phase over an eighteen-month to 
two-year period following Project approval.  The Project is estimated to be complete 
in 2010. 

 

3.6 AGREEMENTS, PERMITS, AND APPROVALS 
 

The City of Corona is the Lead Agency for the Project and has discretionary authority 
over the primary Project proposal.  Upon completion of the environmental review 
process and prior to construction, the Project will be reviewed through standard City 
plan check procedures to verify that the Project conforms to all applicable City design 
criteria. The permits/approvals required for development of the proposed Foothill 
Parkway Westerly Extension would include, but not be limited to: 
 
CITY OF CORONA 
 

 Certification of the EIR; 
 
 Approval of construction plans and specifications, including potential utility 

relocation; and 
 
 Grading permits. 

 
OTHER AGENCIES 

 
 Army Corps of Engineers – Section 404 Permit pursuant to the Clean 

Water Act. 
 

 California Department of Fish and Game – Section 1602 Streambed 
Alteration Agreement. 

 
 California Regional Water Quality Control Board, Santa Ana Region – 

Section 401 Water Quality Certification and Report of Waste Discharge, 
approval of a General Construction Activity Storm Water Permit, and any 
other approvals deemed necessary during the construction entitlement 
process. 

 
 Riverside County Flood Control District – Approval of Mabey Canyon 

Debris Basin modifications, Kroonen Canyon Channel modifications, and 
regional storm drain facilities. 

 
 California Division of Dam Safety – Approval of Mabey Canyon Debris 

Basin dam modifications. 
 

 Western Riverside County Regional Conservation Authority – 
Determination of Biologically Equivalent or Superior Preservation (DBESP) 
pursuant to Section 6.1.2 of the MSHCP. 


